May 2011
Bringing Back the Bush in Western Sydney Parklands
The Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority (SMCMA) has awarded $48,000 to Western Sydney Parklands Trust to protect and enhance bushland within the Western Sydney Parklands adjacent to the Plough and Harrow picnic grounds, Abbotsbury. Located in the Cabramatta Creek catchment, the site contains stands of Cumberland Plain Woodland, a critically endangered vegetation community, and will encourage volunteers to become involved in the protection of this valuable site. This funding will be matched by $27,400 in-kind contribution by Western Sydney Parklands Trust.

This reserve has been subjected to various impacts over the years including clearing, farming, dumping and severe weed invasion. To help alleviate some of these impacts, works funded will focus on control of noxious and environmental weeds throughout the site. This project is significant in its protection of Cumberland Plain Woodland as it is estimated that there is less than 9% of this vegetation community left. 

As part of the project, volunteers will be encouraged to get involved in caring for this important site through the establishment of a Bushcare Group. This group will meet regularly to undertake bush regeneration activities aimed to restore the health of the bushland and reduce the impact of weeds. [PROMOTE ANY PLANNED ACTIVITIES – OPEN DAYS, TRAINING, ETC]

[INSERT QUOTE FROM MINISTER/DIRECTOR]

This project is jointly funded by [INSERT OTHER FUNDING SOURCE IF NECESSARY] and the NSW Government through the SMCMA’s Green Web program.  Green Web aims to protect, conserve and enhance remnant bushland in the Sydney region. It also aims to increase habitat connectivity to improve resilience of our natural areas and to facilitate conservation of wildlife now and in the future.

For information on this project please contact the Western Sydney Parklands Trust on #### ####.
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