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Media Release
23 June 2011
PIMELEA PICNIC GROUND GETS A NEW NAME 

A large sculpture of a lizard made from recycled tree stumps is the inspiration behind a new name for one of the region’s most popular parks, Western Sydney Parklands Director Suellen Fitzgerald announced today. 
Ms Fitzgerald said Lizard Log was selected as the winning entry in the Rename Your Park Competition for Western Sydney Parklands’ Pimelea Picnic Grounds. 

“Of the 90 entries received, I am delighted that Mitchell Sullivan’s entry of Lizard Log has been chosen to represent this fantastic public precinct,” Ms Fitzgerald said.  

“Mitchell was a member of the construction team that built the park’s new playground. His son came up with the name because it was his favourite feature of the redeveloped Pimelea Picnic Grounds.   

“The lizard is a prominent feature of the new $1 million playground within the Picnic Grounds, sitting alongside several other sculptures of various native animals and reptiles that live in the local environment. 

“All the sculptures were made by an Australian artist who specialises in recycled timber work, in this case using recycled tree trunks from the Western Sydney Parklands. 

“This impressive sculpture symbolises the significant upgrade of the Pimelea Picnic Grounds. 

“Lizard Log is a fun and vibrant name that is attractive to children – the key users of this park. 

“I am also delighted that as a tribute to the local clan of Indigenous people from the area, the western wetland and environmental area within the park will be named Cabrogal. 

“Cabrogal was another popular entry in the competition and represents the strong Indigenous history and community of the Pimelea area and indeed Greater Western Sydney.  

“These picnic grounds are one of the most important recreation areas within the Parklands.  

“Originally named after a local plant species, we wanted to involve the community in giving the Pimelea Picnic Grounds a new identity to celebrate the NSW Government’s $14 million redevelopment of the park” Ms Fitzgerald said.

Mitchell Sullivan said after working on the playground he recently took his family to check out the new facilities. 

Mr Sullivan said when he asked his four-year-old son Kambel what he thought the park should be called, he said Lizard Log. 

“That was the first thing to come out of his mouth so I entered it,” Mr Sullivan said. 

“I was really surprised to be told we had won. Kambel was so excited to hear the news he spent the afternoon running around the house. 

“We will definitely return to Lizard Log for some family fun. It is a beautiful area with excellent facilities.”  

Late last year, the Pimelea Picnic Grounds were reopened following $3.5 million worth of upgrades as part of the $14 million transformation.

The new upgrades included an innovative new children’s playground, tripling the capacity for shelters and barbecues to 24, a sophisticated water recycling system, solar panels on new amenities blocks and extensive tree planting.

The next stage will include a new outdoor event space and additional parking which will help to further expand the capacity of the area for public use and recreation.

The State Government’s $14 million investment in the Picnic Grounds will ensure that it can continue to cater to Western Sydney’s growing population for many years to come.

The Western Sydney Parklands attract some 750,000 people to its picnic areas every year.  

Covering 5,280 hectares, the Western Sydney Parklands stretch 27 kilometres from Quakers Hill to Leppington and are 25 times the size of Centennial Park.
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Caption  : The new entrance sign at Lizard Log
Enquiries:  Contact Karen Moore, Communications & Media Officer


         Ph. 9895 7614    email: karen.moore@wspt.nsw.gov.au
